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of six being taught " Thou shalt not commit
adultery"; but they would doubtless modify their
view if they heard some of the stories of domestic
immorality which the children with tragic innocence
occasionally bring to school, or were they at work
in one such as that whence the' headmistress
writes, " Even our older infants are found occasion-
ally playing impure games/' and where housing
conditions at home wage a perpetual conflict with
purity. It is true that the literal meaning of the
word " adultery" will not be clear until some
years later, but the commandment will stand as
God's prohibition of all impurity. So long as we keep
to the terms of the Decalogue and until our standard
form of God's commands gives more adequate
expression to Christian doctrine, there can be no harm
in teaching the words, together with the Christian
interpretation of them, at the age when the child
can receive something of their Christian significance
to his soul's health. Thus no general demand need
be made that all the commandments are to be learnt
by children of a particular age, but the matter will
best be left to the careful and studious discretion of
the teacher.

In any case when dealing with those of ten years
and under it is well to concern them with the shorter
form of the Ten Words only. There would, indeed,
be general relief if the additions were omitted always.
What, for example, is the significance even to the
most highly educated of Christians, of the words,
11 that thy days may be long in the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee" ? Written answers
explaining the words by every adult member of every